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International application No. 
PCT/NO2003/000378 



2. 



3. 



1. 



^tss^s , rrsSiS. report fe based on fte app,ication * ^ in wi** * was ^,^1 

D This report is based on a translation from the original language into the following language 

whtch is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of ' 

□ 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

SsSSZr^efyZ^i^ intema ? onal aPP^on, this report is based on (replacement sheets M have been\ 
S^iSZ&^S ^ tKVUaUOn UnderM 14 ~ report as "onginalfy file<l\ 

the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

as originally filed/furnished 



□ 



pages* 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 

88 amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



□ 

□ 
□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 



_ received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



□ 



the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



^S^Z^f^^T f *H r e S! tora " s — 1 » *' s "=P°t »d W betow tad not fcren 
702(c)) considered to go beyond the dfecWe as Hod, ao indicated in Din Sopplementn] Bon (Rnle 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-14 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


3-14 


YES 




Claims 


1-2 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-14 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The International Search Report cites the following relevant 
documents : 

Dl: US4505618 A 

The document discloses an apparatus for protecting marine 
risers extending underwater from offshore oil drilling rigs in 
icy waters against damage due to the pressure of ice floes. 

The apparatus comprises a sea bed (21) installation (not 
shown) , a vessel (11) , a marine riser (14) provided with 
protecting means (6, 16) suspended from the vessel (1, 11) and 
covering at least the upper part of the riser (14) , the 
protecting means (6, 16) further being provided with 
tensioning means (8) attached to the lower end of the 
protection means. 

The cited document does not identify the marine riser (14) as 
a flexible riser; however a person skilled in the art is well 
aware of different types of marine risers, e.g. flexible ones. 
A skilled artisan seeking a solution to protecting a flexible 
marine riser would therefore find a solution in Dl, the use of 
which would only require ordinary skills. 

Subject matter of claims 1 and 2 therefore lacks an inventive 
step. 
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